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Submit. r to every 1 — of man, 


er ile. Lozv's ſole. 


HIS paſſage of gt. Peter may be conſidered 
ion of the famous injunction 


given by St. Paul, in the xiiith chapter of 
the epiſtle to the Romans. For what is there ſtiled the 


ordinance of God, i is here the ordinance of man. 


* 
1 * 8 Er % * E © Y 


I ſhall not waſte your time in eg W con- 
Uf about the meaſures of ſubmiſſion, which 


' % N v — 


— 14 9 GC CO 


: 
| 
| 


. 4 
6 4A Sermon; PRE es before. „ 
5 3 been long fince fully heard, ane decided“ bot 
only. take notice, that f 
former of eee 
to be ſubject to be wreſted by paſſionate and intereſted 
men (as they do alſo the other ſcriptures) to bad pur- 
poſes, is here 5 * and rendered leſs + liable to be 


\ * 
| Rerſtos BF is . C- 
LT& 4 nnd | 


mY was an error, which had made no mall impreſion 
upon the minds of Foil bf the eMlicft converts to our 
holy religion, that their chriſtian” liberty had ſet them 
res Gam ll humanobligations; Ae däng- 
dom of Chriſt, of which they were now become mem- 
bers, had intirely ſuperſeded, or cancelled, the dominion, 


which the princes of the DE IEY — to exerciſe 
over the faithful. . 


e essen es” rn 


move an offenge to the ſtate, uhich wauld prove 
moſt dangerous to each individual chriſtian, as well as 
be the higheſt. reproach. to- their ſacred pedfeffigg—- 
St. Paul expreſly:commuands, that every; ſau! ſhould be 
Jubjeft unte tbe higher, Howers 3 and Jinforces.ithis 
command from: 4 motive, which could not Hil -6f 
having the greateſt weight with. every; ſincere diſciple 5 
of Jeſus, that there was no power but of God ; and that 


ge ne e e e > : 
e e 


B a 

e ee kn eee eee 
my inſtituted, as his vicegerents upon · earth, for the 
puniſhment of wicked doers; for the praiſe, ſupport, 
and rewaedj of them that do. well.; and for the: ge- 
_ next Rappineſt, of- che ſocieties, | over! which may 
wers- appointed to preſide; | Or, as they: had the | authg+.> 
ry of pagenty/(the''o6nly- natural authority, which ons! 
reaſonable creature can have over another) by conſent 
and compa d&, delivered/over-to chem: or, as, by the per- 
miſton and difpoſal.of the divine providence, they 
were actually in poſſeſſton of the ſovereign command, 
and eonſequentiy in a condition to puniſh the: diſube - 
dience ef fack of their ſubjects as did not quietiy c- 
quieſoe in, and ſabhmit to, their inzunctions. For, t | 
Apoſtle himſelf adds, Mey bear not the feoord i . 


But in whatſoever: ſenſe: che ſupreme rnagilrate, the 
powers in being; the de facto governors, are to be un- 
derſtood 4s. the or dinance- of. God — St. Peter, tells us 
- plaiply im my text, that they ace (immediately) & be 
ordingnce 'of man, that is, of human creation, gon- 
ſbiteatiqu, and eſtabliſhment ; framed ahd contrived (s 
the reaſon of the thing, and an inquiry into the original 
forms of government in the earlieſt ages of the 
world demonſtrate) by common conſent, and under N 

ſuch articles, Atipulations, and limitations, as each fo- | 
ciety, upon its firſt union, concluded to be moſt. 1 . 


. i 
in Nicis. 5 BEDS: | 33 


* e prentbed. before ', 
dient for their public e as well as mata ber. 
P Oe 1112 


From bench it had! an GY 4 A 
N that none of theſe rulers, v7 whatever title 
dignified and diſtinguiſhed, (whether er or king, 
ſenate or popular aſſembly) ean have any right to 2 
greater authority, than by ſuch human ordinance, or 
conſtitution, has been committed to their truſt; that 


| ſeizing upon a power, which does not legally belong to 


their office, is no leſs than an tiſurpation in them; 
and that every puniſhment and exaction beyond what the 
law has allowed, is as much an act of injuſtice, vio- 
lence, and oppreſſion, in their hands, as ſuch an * 
ceſs would be in any of en ritt le. 
| — in gtgered; was Aefigned ee 
| 5 God, as the neceſſary means to maintain the good 
order of the world; and to advance the eaſe, peace, 
and happineſs, of his creatures: but the modes and 
circumnſtantials gf government were ordained by man, 
and every nation left at liberty to chuſe for itſelf, and 
to adapt its political conſtitutions to the genius, tem- 
per, cuſtoms, and climate of the people, who were 
to be directed by them that every hand and heart 
might chearfully ws to e the common wo” : 
fare. Lok - bs a 5 

8 | | | * Hp 
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a th; 20% 


| Haring WP: SAL SE PER for the 

better underſtanding the nature of the command given 

in my text, I ſhall now beg leave to hope for your 
fayourable attention, whilſt I proceed to conſider, ſome- | 
what more particularly, the argument offered by the 
OR rer b er e 8 1 


Submie deln fo every ordinance of man, fo the 
rens erbe, ee 


eee Ma u W 
EorD's ſale, be intended to intimate the reſpect and 
regard which we onght inviolably to bear to his word 
or example the concluſion will be juſt and irrefra- 

- gable, that for his /ake we ſhould paſs the time of our 
ſojourning here i in a quiet ſubmiſſion to the eftabliſhed _ 
government. For he not only came himfelf in the 
form of 4 ſervant; lived in conſtant ſubjection to his 
parents, and to the political powers, at that time in 
being : but he likewiſe expreſly commands all his dif- 
 Ciples to be humble and patient, meek and lowly; to 
return good for evil; to pay tribute to whom tri- 
bute was due; to pray for their enemies, perſecu- 
tors, and oppreſſors; and to render to Caeſar the. things. 
vbich were Cæſar s. We find not the leaſt hint, through 
out ING whole goſpel of Te of a kingdom of the 


faith- 


— # 


: > 44 e cee 
Faithful to be erected, independent of the civil . | 
rity 3 or of an i " hangur- to be conferred ugon 


the, ſaints. (or. ſpixigunl. polity). of binding ori — 
chains, ts dn * en Fan 


a 


17 1 ET) 


| by "ag if — governments wen 
commended. for the Lonp's- Aale, as it was the moſt 
likely method to vindicate his character, to do credit to 
bis religion, and to juſtify his followers againſt che 
common outcries and accuſations of their adverſaries 
| —— that they were preſumptuous and ſelf-willed ; that 
XI they were men of ſeditiaus and treaſonable | defigns ; 
that they pretended an exemption: from the ordinary ju= 
 riſdietions, and went about' from place to place, mant. 
ing diviſions, flirring up the people, and turning tile 

world upfide dum in this caſe like wiſe the proceptwatsal- 
ogether as ſeaſonable and well- grounded: ſinoe a peace 
able and quiet ſubmiſſion. to the civil inſtitutions of 
each ſociety, to which they ſhould bring the glad 
tidings of the goſpel, was the beſt expedient to overs. = 
come the prejudices, which had been conceived againſt 
them; to baffle and-confound the malicious calumnies 
of both Jews and Gentiles; and thus (as the Apo- 

ſtle immediately ſubjoins to my text) by ee ere, . 2 to 
put to SAINT the n 75 N mw men.” 


| * q 
* 


15 


Thirdly; 


the Mamunalle Houſe of Conmons. 
©,» Thirdly; as our Lord was very nearly 17 
Au be increaſe. uf his Siena! biagdom and in e 642 
| Bouriſhing. ſtate of his religion amongſt the various 
nations of the earth r bis fake, likewiſe, it was 
{the duty of his followers. to ſtudy. the moſt feftual 
ee eee 


FF 
ſucceſs, as the preachers and profeſſors of this religion 
to recommend themſelves to the notice of the ſupreme 
magiſtrates of every country, whitherſoever they came, 
by hanouring-their perſous, and praying for their pro- 

ſperity 5 by conforming to their lays, and paying an 

exact obedience: to their civil inſtitutions by a beha- 

Wour . ſo modeſt and ꝓeaceable, ſo exemplaty and uſeſul 
t the public, - they might :reaſanably hope to obtain 
a favourable hearing of the doctrines, which they were 
oommiſſioned to teach; to advance, by degrees, from 
toleration to encouragement; and in a ſhort time (aa 


Was e to arrive nenn ; 


303 * had on PER given $a by * . 
as chriſtians, (merely as men profeſſing a ſet of religions 


dpinions, different from. thoſe eſtabliſhed in the o, 
_ . tries, where, they either lived, or ſojourned), to make uſe 


; ae e n. in der te propagate: his re-. 
| * ligion, 


12 mee Nei 
(gien, 58 to advance the honour of his 7 "ROY 
The humble, lowly, and contented Jeſus, never autho- 
rized his diſciples to deſpiſe dominion; to ſpeak evil 
20 dignities; to ſow the ſeeds of ſuſpicion, jealouſy, 
and diſſenſion, between prince and people; to refiſt, 
and to endeavour to overturn, the powers in being, un- 
der the ſanctified pretence of ing ht the Lomp's ſake ; 
of being zealous for his honour and ſervice; and of 
erecting a government more favourable to their parti- 
cular way of thinking. On the contrary, the Holy 
Spirit ny commands the whole body of Chriſt's 
followers, to glorify God, and advance the true 
intereſt of his clantch; by ſubmitting themſelves to every 
ordinance of man; by having their conver/ation honeſt 
- amongſt unbelievers ; and by acting in all reſpects ar the 
Fervants of God, and ayes 41-00 _ 5 inne 
5 15 r e stete / 5 * 


Oe » a4 
» N N 
2 


\ | But we ſhall be Sai by this force of the 1 b 
ſtle's words to carry our reflections ſtill farther for, 

if we are to be ſubhect to the higher powers for conſcience 
ſake, as St. Paul exhorts ; or, to ſubmit ourſelves to every 

_ ordinance of man, for the Lory's ſake, agreeably to St. 
Peter's command nothing can be more evident, than 
ttzhßat this civil ſubjection, or ſubmiſſion, has certain 
bi | limits preſcribed 'to it; that it 'muſt never interfere 
8h, with Un WO rights of _ OO for whoſe 
. a | 


Fj FY 2 Hu een 13 . 
ale we muſt needs be ſubjels; nor contradict the pre- 
cepts of that Lord, out of duty to whom we are in- 

joined to ſubmit ourſelves. So that we are not to look 
upon the obligatory clauſes above-mentioned, merely as 
arguments, or motives, intended to enforce the com- 
mand of obedience to eſtabliſhed amen | but 
likewiſe as rules to reſtrain it within due bounds. | 


The whole 1 therefore ol theſe PROTE 
controverted paſſages of ſcripture taken together, 
and repreſented in one view, plainly amounts to this 
That we are to ſubmit ourſelves to our lawful 
governors, and to every rank and . degree of them, 
not only by reaſon of our Lord's command, or for 
his fake and intereſt: but all ſuch ſubmiſſion is to be 
made in, with, or thro' himfelf---under a conſtant 
remembrance, that we are his ſervants and diſciples; 
that his ſovereignty is ſuperior to all carthly juriſ- 


dictions; that no exemption or diſpenſation will lie f 


againſt his divine ſtatutes; and that in all cauſes, and in 
all caſes, we muſt ſo walk and act, as that the honour 
and intereſt of him and his kingdom may appear to 
be the chief and leading principle, which influences, | 
dees, and governs dur Whole conduct. cu? 


That this PORTO IN ſentiments, 1 5 
| doctrines, of Chriſt and his apoſtles, is ſo well known 


14 p | . 
and evident, that arguments, e. inſtances eren, 
my ſeem entirely * 


1. Seek ye firſt the art 2 God, _ bis pe 
5 falt faith the great Oracle himſelf. Again, fear 
wot. them that kill the 725 „and after that have no more 
that they can dg; but rather fear bim, who, after be 
bath killed, hath power to caft into bell; yea, I ſay 
unto you, fear him---1o fear him, that, in a comparative 
ſenſe, neither the perſuaſions, nor the menaces, of my 
perſon upon earth, may bow WR. with, a 
a e n ee e wa 65 * 


: 2. The ſame maxin is & obvious and alk eder 
in the opinion of the apoſtles, that they appeal to the 
common ſenſe of mankind for its truth; and expoſtu- 
late even with their perſccutors in theſe words; whe-- 
ther it be fit to obey men rather than Gad, judge ye. To-the 
fame purpoſe St. Paul exhorts the Romans, not to be con. 
farmed to this world, nor to be overcomeof evil. He admo- 
niſhes them, moreover, that whether they live or die, they 
are the Lord's; that te him they, muſt every, one. give an 
account; and juſtly infers, that, therefore, every action 
of their life ſhould. be principally. directed to bis ho- 
nour and glory, The ſame nervous and powerful writer 
argues with the Corinthians, that their whole ſervice 
. * e to be devoted, chi on. the 


ze Honorable Houſe of Commons. 1) 
eonfideration, that they were his purchaſe and proper- 


ty: je art + og dren; I * br 
n eee e 


0 ca. ae 


gh" Nor is the 8 of the Apel 8 FER | 
in the extenſive ſenſe here offered to you, of leſs con- 
ſiſtency with the reaſon of things, and the plain dic- 
tates of nature. For as it is the higheſt abſurdity to 
imagine, that any number of rational creatures, born 
free, independent, and equal, ſhould by their own vo- 
luntary conſent (much leſs, as has been inſinuated, by 
the immediate command of God) put it in the power 
of any human ardinance, or earthly ruler, to hinder 
them from obeying, or paying their homage to their 
ſapreme and omnipotent Sovereign: ſo it muſt be ac- 
knowleged, likewiſe, that had any ſuch. compact, fo 
unnatural and impious, been in fact made, and conſent 
ed to, it had been; of itſelf, immediately void and can- 
celled. Unlewful agreements are not, properly. ſpeak- 
ing, covenants, but conſpiracies; nor can any private 
bargain, or promiſe made to man, diſcharge us from 
our 3 3 to aur Creator, We 
An e e and unlimited . 
to that Being, of whole eſſence it is to be all- wiſe, all- 
980 and all- pe owerful; and whoſe miniſters are an- 
© 2 1185 gell. 


16 4 Sermon preached before. 

gell The ſubmiſſion, which we owe to any 4 even. 
the higheſt, power upon earth, muſt. be ſubſervient to 
this our ſupreme obligation; and in, and thro' the Lord 
---It muſt neither be repugnant to the honeſt dictates of 
our conſcience, nos contradictory to the tenor of the divine 
laws. For we are commanded by the greateſt authority 
to make a diſtinction between God and Czfar ; and not 
to render unto the latter the things Which! incommaniice- 
hy ep WA TREO. 71 . 


Theſe are the notions of government and ac 
to be collected from the writings of the new teſtament ; 
and it is with the utmoſt ſatisfaction that I ſet them be- 
fore you, not only as they are perfectly conſiſtent with 
themſelves, and entirely agreeable to ſocial happineſs, 
and the voice of reaſon: but particularly, as they amply 
juſtify the two grand events, which have rendered 'us 
(or might have rendered us) the pureſt church, and the 
happieſt nation, under. heaven. It will be eaſily conjec- 
Annen thatT mean 1 ee and the Revolution.” 


| 8 066 links of hrs Ai e d. are warrant - 
ed (upon the principles above-mentioned)” for with- 
drawing their obedience from the authority, which" the 
biſhops of Rome had. uſurped over their conſciences ; 
for limiting their allegiance even to their lawful princes by 
"ORR to 2 87K N De i 


. unthankful, for ſo great a national 


e Houſs of Commons. 1 
| of many no farther than they could do it for the Lon 
Jake. 


i a they vida + Wahls Will be 
had (fore I am they ought to be had) in everlaſting 
remembrance, for oppoſing and defeating the ſchemes 
of a power, uſurped; and unknown to the Laws of their 
country; for rifin up in a vigorous defence of that 
- human ordinance, or eſtabliſhiment, which was the 
great bulwark and ſecurity of their liberties, both civil 
and religious ; and for ſhaking off a yoke, which (as far 
as it was arbitrary, and contrary to the conſtitution) dif- 
fered nothing from the yoke of a conqueror, and the 
of a tyrant It may be deemed unſeaſon- 
able to dwell any longer upon chat important criſis 
of our government, tho the bleſſings it omar rr | 

en as. Artz are r e | | 


Ten ahb divine; (obe to appear inſenlilie, : 


1 4 
Lots 


good) to mention, as none of the leaſt; happy conſe- 
quences, the gracious prince, whoſe acceffion to the 
throne of his anceſtors we are, this day, afſembled to 
commemorate -I will not offend by attempting to de- 
lineate a character, which it is much cafier to admire in 
filence, than to deſcribe with Juſtice ; tho' there never 
was a time, when the higheſt encomiums, which could 
de ſpoken of * 3 moderation, and 

1 elemeney, 


a8 of Sotwins pridchid: befert” 
clemency of a prince, would be mote gladly — 
onde received, and leſs lu K of adulation. 


Que thing, however, l hall dun iabpiasb afp h 
confidence, that his preſent magjeſty has a right to allour 
reverence, allegiance, and ſubmiſſion, upon every: prin« 
ciple, civil and religious; and particularly upon the 
doctrine of the two 1 e ben 
cling and explaining i > o hari ns 


| e 1 
he is *, he. power: in being, ordained by God, and 
exalted to the throne by his grace and providence; 
ſo, on the other, can it: nt be pretended, but that 
he is F the ordinance of man, ſettled and eſtabliſhed 
by the laws of the land, the, conſent of the ſtatts, 
and the voice and affection of the people . Theſe 
are the only ſcriptural and rational titles, by which any 
mortal man can juſtly hold the rule and dominion over 
his brethren, the ptetence of any other, whatſoever, be- 
ing altogether « chimerical, and. without, foundation. . 


© But theſe titles re. lil Farther ſecured and; firengthe 
enedz on his majeſty's. part, by a, conſtant. adhereneę 
to the eſtabliſhment, and by an irremoveable conformity 
to the laws and conſtitutions, upon which he received 
his crown---On 2 5 part, as we have lived in the con- 
Nant enjoyment of His protection; as we claim of his 


laws 3 


* Oe 1 1 'Arlywrniry ici. 


3 * 


. 1 I ae 0 

Ew laws; foe in his courts; paitake of the privileges of his N 
government, and, yet more eſpecially; as we have vd- 
luntarily taken the ſolemn oaths of allegiance, by which 
we have bound ourſelves to a ttut and ſincere fidelity 


and obedience, on pain of pee ee Fang = 
e ge the goſpel and our ene E 


| off dente judge with what fophiſtical fubtilties, 
or mental reſervations, weak and deluded: men may de- 
ceive themſelves in a matter of ſuch conſequence; but 
furely God is not to be mocked, nor will he ſuffer his 
holy name and word to be baſely trifled with-- To him, 
therefore, and to his mercy, I leave ſuch Engliſhmen, - 
and ſuch chriſtians, as can think it not inconſiſtent with 
all theſe obligations to join their affected murmurs and 
complaints with the enemies of their ſovereign, to de- 
ſpiſe his government, depreciate his actions, ſpeak evil 
of his authority, and to endeavour to alienate the hearts 
of his . from him and his family. | 


But let us, and all thoſe, who fincerely fear God, 
and honour the king, and whoſe hearts are. ſtill over- 
flowing with affectionate gratitude for the late (I muſt- 
fay) unparalleled inſtagce of his wiſe and paternal atten- 


tion to the eſſential and laſting intereſts of his p people, ſayr 
always, The Lord be praiſed, who hath x He to the 
king a good and underſtanding heart the Lord grant 
that he may ſee his childrens children grow up under. 
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in the Liberty of Yeſiminſter, 
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Eaft-Greenuich, in the County of Kent; 


= * 


* 


This DISCOURSE, 


ma 


* 


letting forth the declining. fate of religion in 
theſe kingdoms; pointing out the divi 
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